
Mother gave me my instincts, just like any other dad,
put me in front of the TV screen so, I can fight Like Ali, the
champ. Mother gave the instincts, and TV gave me the
tools, mother said to survive on the streets, you need to
follow some rules

The six rules she told me, she said, "son,"

1. Keep one step, ahead of the game.
2. If you can’t do the time, don’t you go out to play.
3. Always keep your manners.
4. Shoes heeled and cleaned.
5. Ears to the ground. 
6. Your eyes always peeled.

She fed me on James Cagney, so I would grow loving my
ma, she fed me on Otis redding, so I could fight my way
out the docks. She fed me on Elvis Presley, so I don’t step
on peoples’ shoes, but mother said, to survive on the
streets, you need to follow some rules.

Six Rules Poem - Michael Groce
Things You Need To Know To Be Resourceful and Successful

 "Knowing the rules is one thing, applying
them is another."

 Michael Groce

Find out more about applying rules and application of oneself:

7 Habits of Highly Effective People Art of War 

Above and beyond more than is required. 
This somewhat redundant expression- above and beyond here both denote
excess-often precedes the call of duty, which means exceeding what a
particular job requires.



Live A Productive Life & You Will Always Be Resourceful 

Six Rules To A Productive Lifestyle
Things You Need To Know To Be Resourceful

Keep one step, ahead of the
game.
That crook hasn't been arrested yet
because he's always one step ahead
of the cops.
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 If you can’t do the time, don’t
you go out to play.

Do not misbehave if you are
unprepared or unwilling to accept the
punishment.
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Always keep your manners.

Manners are something used every
day to make a good impression on
every day to feel good about oneself.
No matter where you are at – home,
work or with friends.

3

Shoes heeled and cleaned.
1 Meaning: Shabby looking, showing
signs of deterioration, not cared for.
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Ears to the ground. 
To be well informed. one conjectures,
to the days of cowboys and Indians,
when one literally put one’s ear to
the ground in order to hear the
sound of horses miles away.
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Your eyes always peeled.

To keep your eyes peeled'. to keep
your eyes peeled. If you tell someone
to keep their eyes peeled for
something, you are telling them to
watch very carefully for it.
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