
A Spiritual Woman
 

Cherry Groce
 

Her acts gave way
 

A Kromanti Play based on a commemorative poem by multi-award-
winning, ITV, and BBC Windrush Poet Michael Groce, in

remembrance and to flag up, Cherry Groce's, active life, spirit and
Maroon heritage.

'Collect, Preserve, and Celebrate'



 
Cherry Groce passes away on Easter Sunday 

April 24th, 2011

The family of Dorothy ‘Cherry’ Groce, the innocent lady gunned down in 1985, which
left her paralyzed from the waist down and triggered the Brixton riots leading to a
national uprising are now grieving her passing. Cherry died on Easter Sunday 24th April
at Kings College hospital with her children, grandchildren, and siblings at her bedside.

Cherry was born on the 30th March 1948 in the parish of Portland, the beautiful hidden
secret of Jamaica. She came to England at the age of 13, to join her mother and siblings in
Brixton.

For 26 years Cherry courageously battled with numerous complications caused by the
shooting. Although her life expectancy was only 10 years she continued to be an active
central figure in her family and an inspiration to many and her life will stand as a
testament to being strong and dignified through adversity, passing on a legacy for many
to learn, follow and benefit from. A truly remarkable woman!

Cherry Groce - Mother, Sister, Grandmother, and Great grandmother. RIP
Cherry Groce is survived by her mother, 3 sisters, 8 children, 11 grandchildren, and 2
great-grandchildren.

Devon C Thomas -Posted April 27, 2011- Operation Black
Vote.https://www.obv.org.uk/

A memorial to mum Cherry Groce, whose shooting
sparked the Brixton Riots of 1985, was unveiled. Dorothy
‘Cherry’ Groce was shot by police 35 years ago when they
raided her house looking for her son.

She was left paralysed from the waist down. Two days of
riots followed as the community protested about
institutional racism and systemic injustice faced by black
people.  In 2011, Mrs. Groce contracted an infection that
led to kidney failure, and she died on Easter Sunday.

Marking  10th Anniversary 
of 

Cherry Groce's Passing Away

24th April 2011 to  24th April 2021

For the blood spilt unjustly

https://www.mylondon.news/all-about/brixton
https://www.mylondon.news/news/south-london-news/small-axe-bbc-one-true-19406183


The Police bullet, fired, severed the spine,
then severing families, and severing lives.
Severing communities, with severed lies,
for nothing ever happens, before its time.

The times, were hard, and extremely tough,
facts could not be swept, under the carpet.
The night... the icon... iconically breathed, 
ironically by the irony of, “I can’t breathe.”

Blood spilled unjustly, so justifiably she rose,
this being the essence, of her fighting spirit.
Throughout her life, and to this near passing,
her acts gave way, to the courageous woman

The mother rose, and the woman fought,
Nanny, the spiritual woman, came forth.
Catching a bullet, and the courage to fight,
defying the failing, of the raid that night.

The fired bullet travelled,  on two routes,
years of endeavors, then it came, to afoot.
redirects the bullet, from the smoking gun.
for nothing ever happens, before its time.

Police and community, divided from mistrust,
armed units SPG, stop and search, and SUS.
Batter doors, loudly screaming, giving orders,
many lives, from then on, changed, thereafter

Then, tears flowed, with mutterings of anger,
reflection of how laws act in the communities’.
Injustice is the inflammation, in need of remedy, 
in the pursuit of ... truth... justice... equality...

So the people rose, and then Brixton fought,
bottles were thrown, and the line was drawn.
Baiting the batons, and the courage to fight,
defying, the failing, of the raid that night.

Her Acts Gave Way.... to a spiritual woman
 

From Icon to I can

A Spiritual Woman refers to Queen Nanny, Granny
Nanny or Nanny or Nanny of the Maroons (c. 1686
– c. 1755), was an 18th-century leader of the
Jamaican Maroons, According to Maroon oral
history, Nanny's success in defending her people
against overwhelming British forces was often
attributed to her mysterious supernatural powers.
According to legend, Nanny had magical powers
and could catch bullets and then redirect them back
at the people who shot at her (Wikipedia, 2009).

Her name inspired, in the darkest moment,
bringing insight, when in need, of it most.
Guiding and advising repeatedly reminding,
"For nothing, ever happens, before its time".

Enchair life and surrounded passing, still hurts. 
family, seeking answers, to what they endured.
A stoic look of boldness, and tied by one thought,
each Groce justice, must be won in the courts.

Now gatherers gather in awe, and celebration!
come to heap praises, to a mother and woman.
Throughout her life, and then to her passing,
her acts', gave way to the determined woman.

Her name rose, and now it is written in stone, 
memorial determines, what's got be known. 
The children, and children’s generations on,
can sit in the garden, of the spiritual woman!

Name chiseled, debossing, and legacy lives on,
within the garden, and sheltering Pavillion
So openly erected, and so openly in view,
for nothing ever happens, before its time.

Her acts held high court, and the world stage,
one woman, plays 2 parts, and acts of 3 ages.
That's the 40's, the 8o's, and 1734,
that's Windrush, the Riots, and the Maroon war.

A mum went down, and the spiritual woman rose,
the Maroon  languishes, deep within her pores.
Throughout her life, and beyond her passing,
her acts gave way, to her inspirational icon.

The woman rose, and then the Maroon fought, 
Nanny, the spiritual woman, came forth. 
The children, and children’s generations on,
can sit in the garden, of the spiritual woman!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jamaican_Maroons


The name “Queen Nanny” comes from the Kromanti title “nana,” which is given to chiefs
(jamaicans.com, 2021). Old Nanny Town was a village in the Blue Mountains of Portland
Parish, north-eastern Jamaica, Cherry Groce's Hometown, used as a stronghold of Jamaican
Maroons (escaped slaves). They were led in the early 18th century by an Ashanti escaped slave
known as Granny Nanny, or Queen Nanny. The town held out against repeated British
colonial attacks before being destroyed in 1734 (Wikipedia, 2009).

Note:  The language is currently used mainly in special ceremonial situations known as the
Kromanti Play. The ceremony addresses Maroon ancestors and invokes ancestor spirits through
dances, songs, and specific types of drumming (jamaicans.com, 2021).

The Brixton riot of 1985 started on 28 September in Lambeth in South London. It was the second
major riot that the area had witnessed in the space of four years, the last in 1981. It was sparked by
the shooting of Dorothy "Cherry" Groce by the Metropolitan Police, while they sought her 21-
year-old son Michael Groce in relation to a robbery and suspected firearms offence; they believed
Michael Groce was hiding in his mother's home (Wikipedia, 16 March 2021).

Produced by Michael Groce,  Sponsored by Juliet Groce, and supported by the family.  
Special mention to Hannah James and Philip Davies, valued members and integral to the, Flag Up Heritage Project. 

In March 2014, the police eventually apologised for the wrongful shooting of Mrs. Groce. In July of
the same year, an inquest jury concluded that eight separate police failures had contributed to Mrs.
Groce's death, for which the then Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police Sir Bernard
subsequently "apologised unreservedly for our failings" to the family (Wikipedia, 16 March 2021).

Social, Cultural, and Historical Context

Maroon Flag - The sky-blue background of the Windward Maroon flag symbolizes "never
change, never go away," while a dark green sliver represents Maroon land. 

 A white abeng (side-blown horn) rests on a red rectangle, whose color stands for 
the blood shed in their fight for freedom.

"Quote: "Nothing ever happens, before its time." Cherry Groce,  her life time motto.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blue_Mountains_(Jamaica)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portland_Parish,_Jamaica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jamaica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jamaican_Maroons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashanti_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Granny_Nanny

